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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were as follows: (1) to know the personal and
socio-eeonomic characteristics of leaders in Ban Maesamai, and (2) to study the potential of
tourist attraction places in Maesamai community. A questionnaire that was pre-tested for
validity was used to interview 42 respondents (not drawn as sample} who were leaders with
official and non-official positions in the community. Data collected in July 2003 were analyzed

using SPSS program for PC computers.

Results of the study showed that all the 42 respondents were male averaging 42 years in
age, finished primary education and with main occupation as farmers. Most of them earned an
annual income of 42,600 baht and had participated in short trainings in agriculture for at least

twice per year.

Assessment of the potcntial tourist aftraction places in the Maesamai community
showed that there were five areas namely, (1} Doi Pha Klong, (2) Dong Saeng Forest, (3) Mor
Hin Pond, (4) Measanoi Spring, and (5) Golden Jubilee Renewed Forest. The management
skills of the leaders in Ban Maesamai community were assessed and it was found out that the
leaders had middle-level management skills in environmental conservation. While the potential
of the leaders in Ban Maesamai community in terms of information dissemination and

community cooperation achievement was relatively low.
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