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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this qualitative study were to explore: 1) the elderly situations in
Mae Horphra sub-district, Maetaeng district, Chiang Mai province and 2) possibility in the elderly
management in accordance with the standard of elderly welfares of Mae Horphra sub-district
administrative orgamzation. A set of structured interview schedules was used for data collection.
Informants in this study were 17 people obtained by purposive sampling. They were
Mae Horphra sub-district administrative organization officials, head of public health station, and
chief of the elderly club of Mae Horphra sub-district. Content and indicator were analyzed and
the following were found:

The elderly club was founded at a village and sub-district levels and it was found in
every village. The elderly club had vanous activities aiming at assisting the elderly and the
community. This implied the strength and potential of the elderly in community development
participation. It was found that most of their activities focused on welfares and short term
problem solving. However, these activities did not promote sustainability or self-reliance of
the elderly. Besides, it lacked of diversity in activity holding. That was, there were some other
activities which had not been held by Mar Horphra sub-district administrative organization, e.g.
health promotion, the community elderly assistance network, nourishment of family tightening,

local wisdom transfer conducted by the elderly, etc.



(6)

With regards to the possibility in the elderly management, the Department of Local
Ruling Promotion had determined the following 6 standard aspects: 1) health card and healing,
2) income, 3) accommodation, 4) recreation, 5) social security and protection, and 6) service and
support network. Each aspect had indicators measuring developing steps which could be used as
a gwideline for the elderly management. Based on 31 indicators, the informants perceived that the
sub-district administrative organization could hold various services for the elderly by using 24
indicators. However, some of these indicators had been used and expected to be supplemented.
This could be done by asking coordination or collaboration with other concemed agencies. The
rest 7 indicators could not be used due to: 1) limited budget, 2} lack of staff, and 3) inappropriate
topographic condition. Besides, some indicators were not under the authority of the sub-district
administrative organization.

Findings also showed that the elderly club and concemed local agencies highly took
part in the elderly club operation and activities in accordance with the standard of elderly
welfares. Thus, the standard of elderly welfares would be clear and concrete if administrators

determine concrete policies on the elderly welfares and management.
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