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Title Local People's Participation in Ecotourism Activities
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to find out 1) personal, economic and social
features of local people in Qobkhan National Park, Chiang Mai ; 2) their participation in
ecotourism activities in Qobkhan National Park; and 3) problems concerning people's
participation and guidelines for encouraging local people to participate in ecotourism activities in
Oobkhan National Park, Chiang Mai province. The data was collected by means of interview
schedules pretested for reliability from 277 samples of people living in Mae Win sub-district,
Mae Wang district, Chiang Mai province from August to October 2003 and analyzed by using the
SPSS/PC.

The results showed that the local people had an average age of 36 years. The
majority were male, had completed a primary level of education and had 4-6 family members.
They were mainly engaged in farming, occasionally hired for labor, and had an average income of
3,160 Baht per month. They were Buddhists. The local people gained knowledge and experience
about life, plant species, and wildlife regularly and they made the most use of forest as a source of
food and for making their accommodations.

As for of local people’s participation in ecotourism activities in Oobkhan National
Park, the results showed that they had a low level of participation in ecotourism activities which
included being henchmen, providing services of home stay, foods and beverages, elephant riding

and bamboo rafting. They did not eam much from these activities.



i

6

The results also showed that the local people considered ecotourism beneficial to
their community as they could gain some incomcs and it resulted in economic and social
development in the community. However, they had a low level of participation in ecotourism
activities, Thus, training should be provided for them to gain knowledge of ecotourism and skills

in ecotourism management so that they can participate more in ecotourism activities.
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