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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to investigate the following: 1) behavior on the
perception of television (TV) drama watching of the youths in Mueang district, Chiang Mai
province; 2) style of TV drama programs needed by the youths; and 3) guidelines for the
improvement of TV drama programs. Samples in this study consisted of 201 upper-secondary
school students in Mueang district, Chiang Mai province. They were obtained by stratified-
random sampling. A set of questionnaires which was designed based on the objectives of this
study was used for data collection and analyzed by using percentage and standard deviation.
Results of the study revealed the following:

Based on the youths behavior and opinion on the perception of TV drama
watching, it was found that most of the youths were male and first year upper-secondary students.
An average age of the youths was 16.11 years. A numbers of the Prince Royal’s College students
was more than that of Yuppharaj school. The youths had an average monthly income of 2,260
baht, They watched TV drama programs because they wanted to relax. Most of the youths
preferred to watch TV program channels 7 and 3. They watched drama program 4 days a week.
Almost one-half of the youths watched drama programs only during the time they were interested.
It was found that the youths watchcd TV drama with their family members from Monday to
Friday during 6:00-7:00 p.m. For Saturday and Sunday, they watched TV drama during 10:00-
11:00 am. The youths stated that they hated jealous charactors when watching TV drama.
However, TV drama gave moral didactic idea. Besides, the youths perceived that they shared
feeling with the stories. However, they admitted that they sometimes assimilated impolite words

which they heard from the TV drama. They also perceived that TV drama could be a guideline for
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their lives which could be adopted for self-improvement. In contrast, it might cause undesired
behavior of the youths particularly on sexual harassment and negative attitudes.

Main components of TV drama series found were costumes, sound effect, and
song, respectively. Meanwhile, three less important components found were content, desired
style, and drama form, respectively. The appropriate time of drama show from Monday to Friday
was 6:00-7:00 p.m, and 10:00-11:00 a.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Minor components found
were comedy drama, modern costumes, and love story, Thai drama, and costumes conformed to
the age, respectively.

Main components of TV drama (one-ending show) found were costumes, sound
effect, and background, respectively. Minor components found were contcnt, desired style and
drama form, respectively. The appropriate time of drama show from Monday to Friday was 6:00
—7:00 p.m.

Most demanded components of TV drama (one-ending show) found were the
creation of interest/surprise, enjoyment, comedy, and Thai drama, respectively.

Main components of TV drama (one-ending show) found were the creation of
interest, costurne, and sound effect, respectively. Minor components found were content, desired
style, and drama form, respectively. The appropriate time of drama show from Monday to Friday
was 6:00 — 7:00 p.m.

Most demanded components of TV drama (one-ending show) found were the
creation of interest/surprise, enjoyment, comedy, and appropriate costumes which conformed to
the age.

Based on problems of TV drama show, the following were revealed: 1) actors or
actresses did over-acting; 2) the drama content did not promote desired social activities; and3) old

drama stories were often revised and shown.



