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The purposes of this research were to analyze and
investigate the amount of agricultural and non-agricultural
labour, unemployed labour,factors affecting farmers emploved in
non~agricultural sectors, problems and recommendations for
emprovements 1n the farmers’ family labour. The data were
collected not only from academic documents, research reports of
related offices, and the 5-year District Development Plan
(1997-2001) of Samoeng District, Chiangmai Province but also by
means of questiocnnaires and interviewing 100 samples of farmers
selected by multi-stage sampling from the population of 3,707
families. The data were analyzed with the use of the SPSS/PCt
computer program. The statistics used for data analysis were

percentage, mean, and coefficient correlation.
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The results revealed that most of the farmers were
male, married, 46 years old on average , had completed grade 4 of
primary education, and had an experience in working in
non-agricultural sectors. On average, they spent 238 days per
vear worKing in agriculture, 131 days per year non-agriculture,
and 108 days per year unemployed.

The economic and social factors positively and
significantly related with the farmers’ employment in
non-agricultural sectors were the number of family members and
their qualities of life. Some factors found to be
non-significantly related with non-agricultural emplovment were
the number of youth, elderly, and the disabled; sizes of land
holdings; agricultural incomes; non-agricultural incomes;
educational expenses; food expenses; entertainment expenses;
other expenses; agricultural expenses; the farmers’ religion; and
modernization. For their needs and problems, the farmers 1in
Samcenyg District explicited the following needs: land rights,
roads, sources of water and irrigation system, guarantee on
prices of crops by the government, knowledge of agricultural
techniques, and training in supplementary careers. The important
problems were accumulatedebts, shortage of reveolving fund for
agriculture, the expensive agricultural materials and equipment,
low prices of sold products, and lack of visits and provision of
agricultural knowledge by cfficials of government and related

offices.





