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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to explore:1) opinions of farmers towards the training
program of the Northern Learning Center on the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy; and 2)
factors effecting the development of the training program. Data were collected from a sample of
219 farmers by questionnaires and analyzed by using the Statistical Package program.

Results of the study revealed that most of the respondents were male, aged 56-60 years
old, married. and had 3-4 family members. The respondents had an income earned from crop
plant growing for 31,231.67 baht per year and from livestock rearing for 45,661.26 baht per year
on average. Besides, they had an income earned form non-agricultural sector for 18,120.98 baht
per year on average. As a whole, they had an average income of 83,608.40 baht per year . The
respondents had workforce for 4.22 persons and had farming area for 2.36 rai on average. They
had farming experience for 27.11 years on average. They grew rice, lettuce, lychee/longan, and
jasmine (agronomy, vegetable, pomology, and ornamental plant, respectively. For aguaculture,
they did fish culture most. It was found that the respondents used the credit service of the Bank
for Apriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives most.

With regards to the respondents’ opinions, it was found that, as a whole, they agreed to
the appropriateness of the training program (;= 3.90). They had a very high level of agreement
to the appropriateness of the training content (;= 4.38). They had a high level of agreement to
the concerned personnel on the training program (;= 3.74). They had a high level of an
agreement to the appropriateness of the up-to-date and economic aspects (; = 3.83) and standard
of the training program (;: 3.65). It was found that there was no relationship between the

respondents, socio - economic characteristics and opinions towards the training program
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However, Knowledge on sufficiency and the New theory had no relationship with opinions
towards the training program. It could be concluded that these factors did not have on effect the
development of the training program provided by the Northern Leaming Center on the

Philosophy of sufficiency economy.





