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ABSTRACT

The main objcctives of this research were to study: 1) the styles of farmer
participation in the community activities; 2) the forms of farmer participation in joint
implementation of the activities; 3) the reasons which made farmers in the community decide to
manage agricultural, social and environmental problems affecting community empowerment; and
4) to analyze factors influencing the participation towards community empowerment, unity,
participation and community of community members, and grouping together to perform
livelihood activities. The study was conducted by using the Mixed Methodology Research in both
quantitative and qualitative aspects data collection won done through interviews with community
leaders and villagers, and observation. Interments in him study were obtain through simple
random sampling from 329 houscholds obtained data were analysis by using frequencies,
pereentages and means.

Bared on socio - economic characteristics and participation styles it was found
that more than one - half of the informants were male with are average age of 52.13 years,
married, and elementary school graduates. Their main occupation was farming and had been
doing it for 27.54 years on arrange. They had an arrange monthly income of 111,451.38 baht.
Most of the informants owned their farming area for 17.27 rai on average All of the informants
used household labors in farming with their own capital. Majority of the informants were
members of the village fund group and the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives.
Many of the informants perceived agricultural information from their neighbors and local
leaders. They had a heigh level of knowledge and understanding on mutual problem solving.

They also had a high level of perception on community development and problem- solving. They
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perceived news about community development and problem solving through the following:
community meeting, having conversation with people in the community, The community news
broadcast tower, and community joint activities, Almost all of the informants revealed that every
body in the community participated in the analysis and planning on the management of problem
solving in agriculture. There was a division of duties and responsibilities of the informants which
were related to the management of agricultural problems based on their own preferences,
knowledge and abilities. Meanwhile, they were seleeted to act as committee members of the
community.

Further results of this study indicated that the informants had a high level of the
partieipation in the management of agricultural problems in terms of brain-storming, decision-
making. implementation and monitoring. However, they had a moderate level of the partieipation
in planning support. They decided to participate in agricultural problems solving because they
wished that their community economy would be improved. Besides, it helped people in the
community have more knowledge and understanding about their occupation. Also, the people
were aware of self-reliance and problem-solving in agricultural production and marketing.

Finally, results of the study showed that the process of the community empowerment
of the village arised from the initiation to seek for activities to help problem-solving the community
through community participation based on the tradition , beliefs, seniority and leaderships which served
as driving force leading towards the creation of activities and the successful implementation of the
various activities. The quality managerial administration must be done continually and accepted by

people inside and outside of the community.
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