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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to investigate the following: 1) needs of farmers for
agricultural development planning based on their socio-economic characteristics; 2) factors
affecting needs of the farmers for agricultural development planning; and 3) problems
encountered and suggestions of the farmers. A set of interview schedules was used for data
collection from a randomed sample farmer from of 311 household in Napong sub-district, Thoen
district, Lampang province.

Findings showed that most of the respondents were married, 49 years old on
average, and lower elementary school graduates. They had an average of 4.24 family members
with 2.83 household agricultural workforces. They had an average annual income of 38,917.04
baht earned from rice growing. They hold a land area of 7.64 rai on average and most of them had
their own land. The respondents mainly used the capital obtained from the Bank for Agriculture
and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC). They were also members of the Savings group. The
respondents had a social status as the village committee most. They perceived information on the
agricultural development planning for 6.48 times per year and contacted staff of Napong
administrative organization on agriculture for 8.17 times on average.

It was found that the respondents had a high level of need in the agricultural
development planning in 9 aspects: markets for agricultural yields; change of farming technology;
local condition and resources; transportation; education for development; agricultural credit;
improvement of agricultural area; and correct planning for agricultural development. However,

the respondents had a moderate level of need for production motivation.
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Factors significantly effecting needs for the agricultural development planning
were: 1) economic characteristics-total income and land holding condition; 2) social
characteristics-information perception on the planning of agricultural development; and 3) contact
with agricultural staff of the district administrative organization.

For problems encountered, the following were found in a moderate level; 1)
lacking of markets for agricultural yields; 2) local condition and resources; 3) changes of farming
technology; 4) correct agricultural development planning 5) farmer group. ; 6) agricultural area
improvement; 7) transportation; 8) education for development agricultural credit; and 9)
production motivation, respectively. The respondents recommended that; 1) Napong
administrative organization should provide a market for agricultural yields; 2) the organization
should coordinate with the middlemen and the respondents; 3) the organization should extend
knowledge on farming technology; and 4) the organization should allocate a budget for

purchasing needed agricultural materials and equipment for poor farmers to borrow.





