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Abstract

The main objectives of this research were to study 1) potential in ecotourism
management of Jao Jed subdistrict, Sena district, Ayutthaya province; 2) factors relating to the
community’s ecotourism management potential; and 3) trends to develop and promote ecotourism
as a community-based business product. The population used in this research consisted of those
stakeholders concerned with tourism promotion within and outside the community. The data was
collected by means of questionnaires and interview schedules from 180 samples, selected by
purposive random sampling, of the community representatives, community leaders,
representatives of Tourism Authority of Thailand, and outsiders concerned with tourism
promotion. The collected data were, then, analyzed, using frequency distribution, percentage,
arithmetic means, and standard deviation through the SPSS for Windows program. The data
collected by the use of interview schedules was grouped and analyzed descriptively in addition to
the observation results.

The results of the study were as follows:

The potential of Jao Jed subdistrict, Sena district, Ayutthaya province was found
sufficient to manage its ecotourism. Those potential-carrying components consisted of
accessibility, amenity, accommodation, and attraction, which were the necessary factors for
tourism industry. There have been appropriate ecological systems and community cultures with
good quality and attraction. Ecotourism by means of home stay should be appropriate for the
current tourists to stay overnight with the community members® families. They could exchange

their life experiences and cultures. This community was found to have run its ecotourism business



6

in a simple way for 3-4 years, and could earn additional income for its members, but
insufficiently, Therefore, community members were not satisfied with such supplementary
income, resulting in regarding ecotourism as a supplementary occupation. Accordingly, this
activity indirectly encouraged the community to be aware of natural resource conservation for the
benefit of its eeotourism business.

The current ecotourism situation within the community indicated that there was not
any meeting among the community leaders to plan and share their responsibilities clearly in the
tourism business. The community potential was rather low, and needed more development such
as business administration, marketing, and community-based business product management. The
community members were willing to cooperate in such development.

Qualities of community members were the core factors for developing ecotourism
appropriately as they opened their minds to accept the environmental conservation concept. They
also attempted to understand the business administration and community-based business products.

Tak Dad community, as a good sample of Jao Jed subdistrict, required an ecotourism
development and promotion from the government as the community-based business product. The
villagers stated that they needed more knowledgc, understanding, and assistance from the
authority to develop and promote the commumity as an ecotourism site. This research
recommended those concerned agencies and community to focus on development of marketing

components as a significant matter.
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