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Abstract

This study on the necessity of people participation in ecotourism activities had
the following objectives: 1) to describe the personal and socio-economic characteristics of the
people living in the villages of Muang-ka, Prabat-seeroy, Huai-somsuk, and Mae-kapiang,
Saluang sub-district, Mae Rim district, Chiangmai province, and 2) to study the necessity of
people participation in ecotourism activities. Data collected in July — August 2005 were from a
sample of 54 residents in the said four villages using pre-tested questionnaires that were analyzed
with SPSS/PC program.

Results showed that majority of the respondents were males, aged 45 years in
average, married, finished grade four of primary education, and Christian believers. Each
respondent’s family has an average of five members, with occupations of farmers and hired labor,
owning everage 5 rais of agricultural land where the respondent could provide an annual income
of 43,629 baht.

As to the necessity of people participation in ecotourism activities, the
respondent felt the necessity of participation as group participation that generates income in seven
areas. The most popular activity to the respondents was serving as nature tourist guides. On the

other hand, the least popular activity to the respondent was providing transportation to the tourists.



