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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to explore: 1) the role of the community in
forest resource conservation; 2) forest resource utilization of Baan Huathung community; 3)
factors affecting the role of the community in forest resource conservation; and 4) problems
encountered and recommendations on forest resource conservation. A set of interview schedules
was used for data collection administered with heads or their partners from 109 households in
Baan Huathung in Chiangdao district, Chiang Mai province, as obtained through random
sampling. Collected data were then analyzed by using the software packaged program.

Results of the study revealed that more than half of the respondents were male,
aged 40-49 years, elementary graduates and married with 2 family members. Farming was their
main occupation and had a monthly income of 5,000 baht and less. Most of these respondents
owned a land area of 1-5 rai and had been living in Baan Huathung community for more than 40
years. The respondents did not hold any official position but were only members of community
groups such as the Pa Phai group, Baan Huathung forest group and sustainable agriculture group.
Perception of information about forest resource conservation took place in at least 9 times a year
with most of the respondents used to attending training programs on forest resource conservation
organized by government agencies although most of them admitted that they had never contacted
nor coordinated with others on this aspect. In addition, most respondents had experienced
community forest conservation by participating in tree planting activities during important

occasions. They also admitted that they had obtained benefits from community forests as source
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of water for agriculture, for food and for medicinal plants. The study also found that majority of
the respondents had a high level of knowledge and understanding of forest resources and most of
all, maintained an over-all good attitude towards forest resource conservation.

The study also found that over-all, the respondents had played actual roles in
forest resource conservation at a moderate level in terms of 1) promoting and supporting forest
resource conservation; 2) providing knowledge of forest resource conservation to the general
public; 3) initiating the advocacy on forest resource conservation; 4) disseminating information
about forest resource conservation; and 5) coordinating about forest resource conservation,
respectively.

Results of the study on the factors affecting the role of the community in forest
resouree conservation, showed that having an official position in the community, experience in
participatory community forest conservation and obtaining benefits from forest resource
conservation, were significantly related to this community role in forest resource conservation
(p<0.01).

As to the study on the problems and recommendations, it was found that the
respondents had problems about forest resource conservation at an over-all low level. The main
problem was indicated to be the occurrence of forest fires during the dry season which was at the
moderate level and was followed at a lowest level by sneak cutting of trees for building homes
and villagers having no proper understanding of forest conservation. Concerning the
recommendations of this study, a training program should be organized that would provide
knowledge of forest resource conservation to children and youth. In addition, government
agencies and the private sector should participate in implementing projects on this issue in an
integrated manner between the government officials and private sector and the people in the

community.



