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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to explore: 1) the role of the community in
forest resource conservation; 2) forest resource utilization of Baan Huathung community; 3)
factors affecting the role of the community in forest resource conservation; and 4) problems
encountered and recommendations on forest resource conservation. A set of interview schedules
was used for data collection administered with heads or their partners from 109 households in
Baan Huathung in Chiangdao district, Chiang Mai province, as obtained through random
sampling. Collected data were then analyzed by using the software packaged program.

Results of the study revealed that more than half of the respondents were male,
aged 40-49 years, elementary graduates and married with 2 family members. Farming was their
main occupation and had a monthly income of 5,000 baht and less. Most of these respondents
owned a land area of 1-5 rai and had been living in Baan Huathung community for more than 40
years. The respondents did not hold any official position but were only members of community
groups such as the Pa Phai group, Baan Huathung forest group and sustainable agriculture group.
Perception of information about forest resource conservation took place in at least 9 times a year
with most of the respondents used to attending training programs on forest resource conservation
organized by government agencies although most of them admitted that they had never contacted
nor coordinated with others on this aspect. In addition, most respondents had experienced
community forest conservation by participating in tree planting activities during important

occasions. They also admitted that they had obtained benefits from community forests as source
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of water for agriculture, for food and for medicinal plants. The study also found that majority of
the respondents had a high level of knowledge and understanding of forest resources and most of
all, maintained an over-all good attitude towards forest resource conservation.

The study also found that over-all, the respondents had played actual roles in
forest resource conservation at a moderate level in terms of 1) promoting and supporting forest
resource conservation; 2) providing knowledge of forest resource conservation to the general
public; 3) initiating the advocacy on forest resource conservation; 4) disseminating information
about forest resource conservation; and 5) coordinating about forest resource conservation,
respectively.

Results of the study on the factors affecting the role of the community in forest
resouree conservation, showed that having an official position in the community, experience in
participatory community forest conservation and obtaining benefits from forest resource
conservation, were significantly related to this community role in forest resource conservation
(p<0.01).

As to the study on the problems and recommendations, it was found that the
respondents had problems about forest resource conservation at an over-all low level. The main
problem was indicated to be the occurrence of forest fires during the dry season which was at the
moderate level and was followed at a lowest level by sneak cutting of trees for building homes
and villagers having no proper understanding of forest conservation. Concerning the
recommendations of this study, a training program should be organized that would provide
knowledge of forest resource conservation to children and youth. In addition, government
agencies and the private sector should participate in implementing projects on this issue in an
integrated manner between the government officials and private sector and the people in the

community.
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SEX  AGE EDU STA NUM INC oCC LAND  TIME POSI MEM INFOR TRAIN CONT EXPER ADVAN KNOW ATTlI ROLE

SEX 1.000

AGE -203* 1,000

EDU 2520 230 1.000

STA -237 -193  0.026 1.000

NUM 0.005 -249** 0,117 363**  1.000

INC 0.025  -0.127 370+ 204 0.069 1.000

acC -0.079  0.083  -235** 216 0.095  -0.131 1.000

LAND -0.074 0008  -0.040 0120 -0017  279** 0.113 1.000

TIME 0.054  446** -437** 0098 0059 -217* 0.149 (1002 1.000

POSI -0.163  -0.027  -0.020 0175 0.154  328*+ 0.093 282 -0.009 1.000

MEM 0,149 0032 -332** 0020 0053 -0.0166  438%* 0.042 JT0% 0.111 1.000
INFOR 0047 0120  -0081 -0.115 0.032 0.049 -0.018 0.059 -0.142 0.125 0.002 1.000

TRAIN 0106 -0016 -0.010 0016 -0.088  0.008 273 0035 -0.092 0.108 %4 0,107 1.0G0

CONT  0.135 -0.047 0042  -0.14% -0.152 0005 0.109 0116 -0.158 -0.170 <0177 -0.092 0.013 1.000

EXPER 0137 -0.024 -0.152 -0.04] 0.070 0.002 0.120 0.005 0.138 2B4%r 392« 0101 399 - 206* 1.000

ADVAN 0.181 0010 -236* -0.06% (0.020 -0.004 0.174 0.062 0.178 0.184 A72¢* 0079  392**  -206*  .S90** 1.000

KNOW  -0.145  273**  -0.169 -0.130 -0h155  -0.161 0.018 -0.089 0.140  -323** 0.018 0.040 -0.110 0.158  -0.036 -0.118 1.000

ATTI 1B 0074 01463 -218*  -0.04%  0.010 0.052 -0.034  -(r.042 -0.018 0.046 0.099 0.083 0.139 0.076 0.165 234+ 1.000

ROLE 0110 078  -0.152 0.08%  0.087 0.062 0.171 0.122 210 J6Ter 3524 0037 J20%* 0145 .639** S0[* -0.022  0.007  1.000

NUIHG **p<0.01 * p<0.05
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n3 1851 - - - - - - 0185 2102 0.038
U5z Toni
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R’ 0.408 0.445 0.468

F 73.669%* 42.514** 30.729%*
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HANTINATDUN I INTDNUVBINAUNR

" Scale Mean if Item Scale Varance if  Corrected ltem-  Alpha if Item
. Deleted Item Deleted Total Correlation Deleted
1 30.6000 9.6966 5513 .6625
2 39.7000 9.4595 3547 6874
3 38.8333 10.4195 3939 6865
4 38.8667 10.4644 3486 6905
5 39.0333 10.5161 2646 .6994
6 39.2667 8.8230 4105 6783
7 39.3000 9.8034 3333 .6901
8 39.0000 10.4138 2085 7093
9 39.3333 8.9195 3687 6889
10 39.7667 8.6678 5624 6457

5901040 7223
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ﬂ' Q'J =; = ar & ar ¥, v
wansnagsuaNMFesvesunumiiiluaidumseySniniwensthld

v Scale Mean if Item Scale Variance if  Corrected Item-  Alpha if ltem
p Deleted Item Deleted Total Correlation Deleted
vmituddasSumivayumseyininineinsth sl
1 22.4333 15.6333 7599 .8352
2 21.8333 17.7299 8010 .8316
3 21.7000 15.1828 .7881 .8309
4 20.6667 23.3333 1755 .8914
5 22.5333 14.4644 8262 .8254
6 22.1000 20.7328 .6108 8619
7 21.5333 19.9816 .6641 8543
39U 8633
wnumiudssundndulfidamsoyinininnnsih 1y
1 13.7667 8.8747 7364 7944
2, 14.4000 8.9379 7464 7915
3 13.8333 9.8678 6121 8287
4 13.1000 11.0586 5558 .8426
5 13.8333 9.5230 .6459 .8201

kR .8472
umnsouws Usznduiutifedumseuimininensih s
1 22.0000 38.6897 .6643 9372
2 21.4000 36.5333 7119 9338
3 22.6333 35.2057 .8810 9228
4 22.0333 36.1713 .7330 9329
5 22.5000 33.5690 8591 9232
6 22.5667 34.0471 8157 9266
7 : 22.2000 35.8207 7811 9292
8 229333 32.4092 .8258 9272

By 9388
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v Scale Mean if Item Scale Variance if  Corrected Item-  Alpha if Item
e Deleted Item Deleted Total Correlation Deleted
unumiiudRaselszamnunuiumseyinminiwonathl
1 11.1667 3.9368 .5467 7612
2 9.8333 4.6264 5189 7670
3 9.5667 4.3920 7285 6870
4 10.4333 3.5644 .6386 7111
W .7998

unumiilud@adetszaauiedunseysnimiwensth 1
1 9.6667 4.0230 4594 6540
2 8.5333 5.0851 | 4160 .6639
3 7.9667 5.6885 4279 6698
4 9.5333 3.5678 .6701 .4823
37U 7028
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