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ABSTRACT

This study was aimed to investigate: 1) political participation of people in the
election of Nongjom Municipality council members, Sansai district, Chiang Mai provinee and 2)
factors affecting the right to vote of people in the election. The sample group consisted of 200
people from 8 villages. A set of close and open-ended questionnaires was used for data
collection. 1t passed the content validity value referent of 0.66 -1.00 and reliability test with the
alpha value of 0.85. Obtained data were analyzed by using the Statistical Package for the Social
Sciences program. Percentage, mean, standard deviation and chi-square were used for the
statistical treatment. Results of the study revealed the following:

1. Most of the respondents participated in the election at a high level the resuits
of each element were as follows:

1.1 Most of the respondents voted in the election very time since they had the
right to vote in the election. They voted in the election because they wanted to use their political
right. They decided to vote the municipal council members one week before the election. The
decision was based on personality, knowledge, and capability of the candidates. Most of the
respondents vote for the candidates as a whole party. The most important factor that some
respondents could not vote in the election was that they needed to do some important things.

1.2 Most of the respondents had a positive attitude in the political
participation and they attended the municipal meeting and seminar. Next. public speaking of
politicians was another factor for the respondents to make a decision to vote for them. They

pereeived that people must be up-to-date with local politics news.
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2. Factors effecting the nghts to vote in the election were as follows:

2.1 Personal factors : sex, educational attainment and time span in residing
in the municipal area related with the respondents’ right to vote in the election had a statistical
significant level at 0.05.

2.2 The Factor an gqualifications of the candidates related to the nght to vote
in the election had a statistical significant level at 0.05. However, there was no significant
relationship between the election campaign of the candidates and the right to vote in the election

of the respondents.





