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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to: 1) explore geo-social characteristics and
experience in Pakhaolarm creek rehabilitation and conservation both in the past and at present of
Baan Pakhaolarm community; 2) explore conditions and ecological system of Pakhaolarm creek
as well as its change both in the past and at present; and 3) develop Pakhaolarm creek
rehabilitation and conservation in accordance with the Royal Initiative in sustainable utilization.
A set of questionnaires, observation/educational tour and data provider training were used for data
collection. The data providers were from 56 households in Pakhaolarm village, Kuedchang sub-
district, Maetaeng district, Chiangmai province. Data collection was done during December,
2010-May, 2011. Obtained data were analyzed by using the Statistical Package for the Social
Sciences Program.

Results of the study revealed that more than one-half of the respondents (57.1%)
were male. Most of the respondents’ age range was 21-30 years (28.6%) and followed by 41-50
years (26.8%). More than one-half of them (53.6%) were uneducated and followed by
elementary school graduated (32.1%). Their main occupation was rice growing (76.8%). And
followed by animal rearing (76.8 %) such as ox, buffalo, and pig. Their household income was
10,000-15,000 baht per month (73.2%). More than one-half of them (60.7%) had no debts. More
than one-half of them (51.18%) had 5-8 family members. Most of them (96.4%) had no right
document of farm land holding. Their farm land was in Huay Nam Dan national reserved forest

(96.4%). Baan Pakhaolarm was a poor community which relied on the abundance of nature.
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Thus, they needed to be developed particularly on their needs. Deterioration of the nature might
be happened if there is no rehabilitation and conservation.

With regards to the exploration on conditions and ecological system of
Pakhaolarm creek both in the past and at present, it was found that there was no water in the
creek. Besides, there was deforestation there due to need for farming resulting in change of the
ecological system. There was enough water in the creek for community consumption several
years ago. Nowadays, however, there is no water in the creek. People in the community went to
the forest in search of forest products and followed their domesticated animals. Thus, all of them
perceived the negative change of the creek and forest but no one did not have a plan to develop or
rehabilitate it.

The best way for the development or rehabilitation was community participation.
This could be done in the form of forest ordination and followed by reforestation. The village
head could play important roles in this respect. It was found that people in the community
wanted to have knowledge on the development provided by staff of Huay Nam Dang national
park most. The following were conditions for the development: tradition, culture, and community
rules and regulations.

Based on the training activities, it could be observed that people in the
community were willing to coordinate with the development and rehabilitation activities.
However, they had never had knowledge about it before so they had to learn about the
development through VCD. The development made people in the community be aware of
participatory development and rehabilitation of the creek and forest. In fact, they had never
joined educational tour on creek and forest development before visiting Huay Hong Krai
Development center. They were impressive to visit there because they had a chance to learn a

guideline for the development in various forms.
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