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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted in Maeteun sub-district, Maeramard district, Tak
province with three main purposes: 1) to collect social context condition and a lesson on local
community development; 2) to manage the area based research for geo-social development; and
3) to develop Maeteun sub-district as the local learning center of self management in accordance
with the philosophy of sufficiency economy initiated by His Majesty the King. The research
design followed the concept of the community based research. One hundred thirty participants
were selected from thirteen villages in Maeteun sub-district. Then, four of them were determined
to take the role as core researchers and twenty three of them were the research assistants. The
findings of this study indicated that the area based research management conformed to the
solution for drug addiction based on the community based research. The four core rescarchers and
twenty three research assistants became the Maeteun eommunity network having plans and
focusing on knowledge application for development. It had the obligation to construct the
learning process for promoting occupation, solving the problem of drug addiction and reducing
opium cultivation, In addition, this network could manage the human resource and knowledge for
continual development; for instance, the corporation of seventeen leaders and villagers in
Maeteun district. Moreover, there was the local learning center aiming to eollect and provide the
knowledge of self management under the concept of the sufficiency economy; for example, off
season rice growing, allocating rice production for consuming and developing the community

enterprise in thirteen villages. Besides, it was found that the family of Mr. Sompong Sompong-
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uthai was chosen to be the model of the new theory farming in the form of agro-forestry. He

resided at 120 Baan Lertor, Baan Pae sub-district, Maeteun district.





