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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to explore: 1) socio-economic characteristics of organic
farmers in Chiangmai; 2) adoption of the standard organic agricultural system of the farmers; 3)
factors effecting the adoption of the standard organic agricultural system of the farmers; and 4)
problems encountered in organic farming. A set of interview schedules was used for data
collection. Informants in this study were 118 organic farmers obtained by simple random
sampling.

Results of the study revealed that most of the informants were female, 53 years
old on average, married, and elementary school graduates (71.19%). Their annual income was
77,313.56 baht; 55,376.07 baht eammed from organic farming and 38,327.27 baht eamed form
non-agricultural sector. The informants had organic cultivation land for 3.98 rai on average; 2.78
rai own land and 3.32 rai land rental. They had 2 organic farming workforces on average; 1
household workforce and 1 non-household workforce. The informants had 6.14 years of
experience in organic farming and they attended training on organic farming once a year on
average. Thex informants most perceived news or information about organic farming through
radio. They sometimes contacted agricultural workers about weeds, pests, and plant diseases.

It was found that the informants practiced the organic farming system based on
the following: land preparation (x= 3.16, a moderate level), soil, water, and fertilizer
management (;= 2.99, a moderate level), plant varieties (;= 3.42, a moderate level), weed,
pest, and plant disease management (; = 2.87, a moderate level), post harvest management (; =
3.29, a moderate level), and organic farming standard organization management (; = 3.19, a

moderate level).
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There was a significant relationship among various factors affecting the adoption
of the standard organic agricultural system in terms of the acreage of organic agricultural land, a
number of organic agricultural workforce, experience in organic agriculture, and agricultural
extension worker contact on the management of soil, water, and fertilizer. There was a significant
relationship among sex, acreage of organic agricultural land, and agricultural extension worker
contact. For plant variety management, it had a significant relationship with sex, educational
attainment, and a number of workforces. For the management of weeds, pests, and plant diseases,
it had a significant relationship with educational attainment, a number of workforces, and the
training on organic agriculture. It was also found that there was a significant relationship between
post harvest management and a number of workforces, Organic agricultural standard organization
management had a significant relationship with a number of workforces.

For problems encountered, the following were suggestions: 1) since diseases and
insects damaged the agricultural yields, concemed agencies should provide knowledge on correct
disease and insect control to the farmers; 2) the farmers still lacked of knowledge and
understanding about the bio-fertilizer production, concerned agencies should provide knowledge
on the bio-fertilizer production, concerned agencies should provide knowledge on the bio-
fertilizer production; and 3) due to the uncertainty of the organic market, concerned agencies

should manage the organic market for the farmers.
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