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ABSTRACT

This qualitative study was conducted to investigate the following: 1) meaning
conveyance in travel documentary photo taking of professional photographers; 2) techniques on
travel documentary photo taking of professional photographers; and 3) identity formation in travel
documentary digital photography of the professional photographers. Data were collected by using
in-depth interviews. Samples were selected using the snowball sampling technique.

The respondents consisted of eight professional photographers who were divided
into two groups. Four of the sample respondents were categorized as nature travel documentary
photographers while the other four sample respondents were categorized as arts and culture travel
documentary photographers. The respondents comprised seven male photographers and one
temale photographer. The oldest respondent was 58 years old while the youngest was 37 years
old. The highest educational attainment of the respondents was a doctorate degree while the
lowest was bachelor’s degree. The longest photography experience was 36 years while the
shortest was 10 years.

Results of content analysis concemning the meaning conveyance in travel
documentary photo taking showed the following: 1) majority of the photographers conveyed
beauty and knowledge in their pictures; 2) majority of the photographers emphasized pictures in
the beginning and at the end of an article; 3) pictures must be relevant to the story; 4) majority of
the photographers placed the importance on light and shadow, color, composition, the story and
the highlight of the story to be symbolic; 5) the arts and culture travel documentary photographers
conveyed beauty and facts that were relevant to the society. The mood of pictures was in natural
and warm colors, shooting with natural light in soft, light side, and a wide angle to obtain the

destred mood and atmosphere.
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Regarding the travel documentary photo taking, the photo taking equipment was
a digital camera of a reflective single lenses type (Canon, Nikon and Sony). The photographers
mainly used Canon 5D Mark II. Aside from this, they also used Canon 60D, Canen20D or
Canon30D and Canon 50D or Canon 500D. Additionally, the Sony (177 camera and Nikon D300
were used too. The usual type of lens that majority of the photographers used include: 17-40mm
lens and the 16-35mm lens. In most instances, they also use: 24-105mm lens, 18-200mm lens,
500mm lens, 70-200mm lens, 70-300mm lens, and the 70-400mm lens or the macro 100. With
regard to the accessories, majority of the photographers use tripod, squall line, filters and flash. In
addition, gelatin sheets were used to dye flash and “bangphir”. Regarding the shooting mode
used, majority of the photographers used AV-mode. Moreover, they also used Manual-mode and
TV-mode. The ISO setting used was usually set according to lighting conditions but normally
ISO was set at 100 but not more than 1600. Furthermore, the photographers used average and
specific points metering system. Also, they switched to manual focus (MF), auto focus (AF), and
tracking focus. Aperture, speed, and compensation requirements were adjusted. With regard to the
framing of composition of the pictures, some of the photographers placed the importance on a
story to present a meaning of a picture while some of the photographers use creative art as the
basis of the composition.

Regarding the identity formation in travel documentary photo taking, the
following were observed: 1) the self-finding - all of the photographers like to travel. They had a
passion for improving travel root, arts, culture, and tradition; 2) The photographers had creative
ideas in taking photos. The photographers prefered to take pictures in warm tone, wide spaces,
soft light, and side light. In addition, the nature group took pictures in cold tone using people as
the main subject to tell a story. On the other hand, the arts and culture group placed the
importance on the mood to be in nature. Each of the photographers had their own creative idea in
taking travel documentary photos. Likewise, each of the photographers had their own style in
taking travel documentary photos. Lastly, each of the photographers had different skills on taking
travel documentary photos based from their experiences. 3) the re-established — majority of the
photographers presented their works by various channels such as books or magazines. They also

used social media to showcase their works; 4) Quality of the pictures must be appealing to catch
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the interest of people. In this way, the photographers gained confidence and credibility. Regarding

the persenal brand, majority of the photographers maintained the quality of photos.





