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ABSTRACT

The study aimed to explore: 1} socio-economic characteristics of the farmers
providing data; 2) potential of the community forest for utilization by the community; and 3)
factors related to the community forest management for utilization by the community. Informants
in this study were farmers living in Maesai Sub-district, Ronkwang district, Phare province. They
were obtained by stratified random sampling. Interview schedules were used for data collection
and analyzed by using the Statistical Package.

Results of the study revealed that most of the informants werc female, 46.59
years old on average, elementary school graduates, and mammied. They had 3.98 family members
on average and had an income for 115,368.59 baht per year on average. They possessed their
own land with 9.96 rai on average, the highest was 40 rai. More than one-half of the informants
had never perceived information about knowledge and community forest activities. The rest had
perceived it through television, sub-district head, or village head. All of the informants had never
had experience in training and educational tour. Most of them stated that the existing rules and
regulations about the community forest utilization were appropriate. The informants most
utilized the community forest as a food and forest product source. They had a moderate level of
knowledge and understanding about the community forest.

With regards to potential of the community forest for utilization by the
community, it was found that the informants had a moderate level the in management of their
community conditions. They had a moderate level in the management of the community forest

utilization, organization, and the process of the community forest establishment, respectively.
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Based on the relationships between factors on socio-economic characteristics
and the management of community forest utilization of the informants, there was a statistically
significant relationship between the management of community forest utilization and sex, age,
educational attainment marital status, information perception about knowledge and community
forest activities, training, educational tour and being a community board member or leader.
However, there was no statistically significant relationship between a level of the management of
community forest utilization by the community and factors on a number of family members,
income, amount of land holding, domicile, appropriateness of the rules and regulation, and

knowledge and understanding about the community forest.



