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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this qualitative and quantity study were to explore: 1) forest
condition and an agroforestry system and 2) participatory utilization of Mae Hor Phra forest
plantation. Data collection was done for two parts. Part one was the exploration of forest
condition done by using a temporary study plot and an agroforestry system and an interview was
used for data collection. Part two was the exploration of the participatory utilization of Mae Hor
Phra forest plantation. There was a meeting for finding stakeholders. Interview schedules,
observation, in-depth interview, and community venue were also used for data collection.

Findings showed that the Mae Hor Phra forest plantation covered an area of
9,881.77 rai and the area of 9,333.50 rai belonged to forest plantation. They were planted with
the same spacing but wood production in terms of volume were different. The forest utilization
was depending on the tree age and size. It was found that the conserved forest covered an area of
548.27 rai and forest encroachment was prohibited. This aimed to promote bio-diversity of the
forest and be a source of plant genetic conservation. Besides, plants or trees there must be grown
naturally, by regeneration themselves. Regarding the index value of the importance of tree type, it
was found that there was the utilization of trees in dry dipterocarp forest and mixed deciduous
forest. However, there was a policy on big tree conservation and measure determination on the
forest utilization done with the community representatives, It was found that there were a lot of
mushrooms in the dry dipterocarp forest. Thus, this arca was conserved to promote bio-diversity

and utilize based on the determined measure. This convinced people in the community to realize
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that man and forest ean be together harmoniously. It was found that agrieultural plants grown
there were harvested within one year. These plants were grown along sides of teaks having the
age of not more than five years. This was called the agricultural system of the agrisilvicluture.
That was, every family grew rice for household consumption and they grew other agricultural
plants for food and income generation. Most people in the communities around the forest were
hired workers and they did not have their own land. Thus, there were problems in forest
encroachment and deforestation. However, people there were encouraged to join the agroforestry
system to prevent the problems in cultivation land and forest plantation workforce lacking.

The utilization in the area of Mae Hor Phra forest plantation was in the form of
the agroforestry system, non-timber forest product, and community’s library. To sustainably
utilize forest resources, it was essential to have collaboration and participatory utilization. This
could be done through brainstorming, co-planning, benefit sharing, and co-monitoring. However,
it must be eonsistent with the geo-social condition so that the development would be appropriate,

worthwhile, and sustainable.



