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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to investigate: 1) socio economics characteristics of
the farmers rearing dairy cattle in Mac-on district; 2) media and exposure to mass media of the
farmers: 3) farms and needs for the perception of news or information about dairy beef cattle
rearing of the farmers; 4} problems encountered in the perception of news or information on dairy
cattle, rearing; and 5) relationships between various factors and needs for the perception of news
or information about dairy cattle rearing. A set of interview schedules was used for data
collection. Informants in study were 158 farmcers rearing dairy cattle obtained by simple random
sampling.

Finding showed that most of the Informants were male, 47 years old on average,
Married (89.3 percent). Most of the Informants were elementary school graduates. They reared
dairy cattle for 27 heads per farm and their on average annua! income was 364,881.01 baht. They
had been rearing dairy cattle for 14 year on average. They used only 2 farm care takers and their
farm eovered on arca of 3.42 rai on average.

It was found that the information had a highest level of opinions on an
appropriateness of mass media, eg. Radio, television, billboard internet, etc. (43.00 percent). The
information were able to perceive news or information about dairy cattle rearing by themselves
(59.50 percent). They most perceived news or information about dairy cattle rearing through a
animal husbandry journal (48.10 percent). They perceived it during 6.01 - 12.00 P.M. (36.70
percent). Most of them mainly perceived the news and information through reading.

Results of the study on the form of dairy cattle rearing information perception
though media of farmers rearing dairy cattle showed that there was a highest average mean score

in the information perception though Personal media. This was followed by group media and
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mass media (.f =2.66, 2.48, and 2.25, respectively). The farmers most needed for the information
perception though Personal media, followed by mass media, and group media (X =431, 4.26,
and 2.24, respectively).

For problems encountered, it was found at a low level (3?= 2.12). However, the
following problems were found: there was no available time for perceiving the news and
information; a little time for the news or information dissemination; and uncertainty about news
or information channels.

Besides, There was a significant relationship between various factors and needs for cattle
rearing information perception though of farmers in Mae On district, Chiangmai province. That
was, Personal media had a significant relationship with a total number of cows and dairy cattle
rearing experience. Group media had a significant relationship with a total number of cows and
dairy cattle rearing experience and Mass media had a significant relationship with status and dairy

cattle rearing experience.





