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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this participatory action study were to: 1) find out the
community context and socio-economic characteristics of farmers living in the land reform estate,
Muang district, Chiangrai province and 2) develop this participatory leamning proeess of the
farmers in the land reform estate. Participants in the is study consisted of 10 people as the
leaming center. Informal interview, participatory observation, non-participatory observation,
focus group discussions, self-leaming exehange venue and external learning were used for data
collection.

Findings showed that the informants earned incomes from maize growing, cattle
rearing, and incomes form non-agricultural sector. The topographic area there was low land
suitable for rice growing and crop planting. However, there was inadequate water for farming
which eaused high costs of produetion. The agricultural production there was in the form of
mixed farming. The farmers there grew many kinds of erops based on their specific skills. Their
knowledge was accumulated form years to years. The informants formed their group for
occupational purposes and savings. The informants had adapted themselves and had mutually
learning appropriately faeilitated by concerned training ageneies. However, it was not successful
because the obtained knowledge was not on the basis of needs of the farmers.

Based on learning development of the farmers, it was found that it is the
participatory leaming facilitated by the staff of the Land Reform Office. However, there were
two conditions: knowledge and virtue. The farmer placed the importance on an awareness of

community problems and how to solve the problems by analytical thinking and community
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participation in planning and problem solving. This made the community be self-reliant leading
to sustainable problem solving sustainability. This was because people in the community are

honest, helpful, and eager to mutually solve problems occurred in their community.





