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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the research on the issue of the relief of knee joint pain by Thai
Traditional Medicine are to study and gather Thai Traditional wisdom in treating knee joint pain
with the Theory of Thai Traditional Medicine and to study how to take care of and use the knee
joints correctly in order to prevent the recurrence of the pain.

The research concluded that the Theory of Thai Traditional Medicine consists of
philosophies and concepts of Thai Traditional Massage which can be divided into 3 concepts of
1) Thai Traditional Massage in central Thailand that stems from the basic concept that
concentrates on the 10 principal tendons that expands to 2 forms of massaging techniques, which
are the Royal Court Traditional Massage and the Private Thai Traditional Massage, and includes
point pressing, squeezing, twisting, massaging, pulling, bending, treading, tendon squeezing, and
hot-steel treading, 2) Northern Thai Traditional Massage that stems from the basic concept of a
belief in the connection between mind and body that are organized which come from 4 elements
that are earth, water, wind and fire. The technique of the Northern Thai Traditional Massage
includes tendon massaging, scrubbing, stretching apart, tendon pounding, and disease stamping,
and 3) the science of Chiropractic Medicine which takes care of the spine, and specifically related
to tissues and neurological systems, of which the treatment procedure is to use both hands to
reposition the spine and joints back to normal. The knees themselves consist of the thigh bone,
the shinbone, the fibular, and the ankle bone which are connected to each others by the 3 principal
tendons: 1) the knee tendons that hold the thigh bone with the shinbone — which are natively
called the left leg i-tha tendon and the right leg ping-kha-la tendon, 2) the tendons that holds the
toes and soles with the arms and fingers — which are natively called the kal-fa-ri tendons of both
legs, and 3) the tendons that hold the heels with the eyes — which are natively called the sa-hat-

sa-rang-si tendon for the left side and the fa-wa-ri tendon for the right side.
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The guidelines of treatment to relieve knee joint pain have classified the knee
joint pain into 3 manners: 1) The knee joint pain in the manner that the patient cannot stand up
resulting from the dislocation of the upper thigh bone from the pelvis, causing additional
dislocation of the thigh bone from the knee. The treatment is therefore emphasized at relocating
the upper thigh bone back to its socket. 2) The knee joint pain in the manner of pain while
bending resulting from long sittings while in the bending knee position. The knee tendon has to
hold the body up right which requires a lot of energy and can cause fatigue and exhaustion which
hardens and cramps the knee tendon. The treatment requires outside strength to massage and
soften the knee tendon and relocate the kneecap from sitting on the tendon. And 3) the knee joint
pain in the manner of a twisted kneecap resulting from overuse of the kneecap and upper and
lower flexible stretching tendons. This is likely to occur from exercising/sports playing or
bending the body while using the knee joint which moves the kneecaps left and right. The
treatment requires raising up the kneecap while moving the knee joint at the same time in order to
relocate the kneecap back to its original location.

The analysis of 100 samples found that most patients have knee joint pain in the
first manner, which makes them unable to walk. Most are over 55 years of age and have been
having the problem for around 1 year. The pain level is high and most of them live in the
highland areas of northern Thailand. The first manner knee pain is most frequently found among
traders and businessmen. The second manner of knee pain is most frequently found in the people
who taking employment and among the self employed persons. The third manner of knee pain is
most frequently found among white collar workers who spend most of the day sitting at a desk
and participate in athletics which highly rely on the use of their knees and legst. However, the
main cause of the pain is the dislocation of the bones or the tendons from their original locations
which resulted in the patient's imbalance upon the legs and knees.

Suggestions to relieve the knee pain and to prevent recurrence include
discontinuing the use of the knee after one detects minor pain in the area. The taking of
medication to kill the pain is not recommended because the deterioration of the organ could be
permanent, which would make it incurable by massaging and chiropracticing. Remedy to treat
dislocated bones and tendons is specific and the faster the patient sees the right doctor, the better
chance the problem can be cured. The duration of the treatment depends on the period of sickness
and the expertise in diagnosis of the cause of the problem by the specialist. Recurrence of the
knee joint pain, even after it is cured, can always take place when the knee joint is not used

correctly and causes imbalance. It is advised to see a doctor as soon as pain is detected.





