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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to : 1) explore the level of community
participation in the coordination center of the district community organizations; 2) explore
community participation factors; and 3) find a guideline for developing the community
participation Thapa sub-district, Koh Kha district, Lampang province. The sample group in this
study consisted of 88 leaders of 8 Thapa sub-district community organizations. Also, 14
administrative committee members were selected to find a guideline for developing the
community participation. A set of open ended and close ended questionnaires passing the validity
and reliability tests was used for data collection. Obtained data were analyzed by using the
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences Program. Descriptive statistics (frequency, percentage,
mean, and standard deviation), t-test, and one way ANOVAs were used for the statistical
treatment with the statistical significance level at 0.05. Results of the study revealed the
following:

1. Most of the Thapa sub-district organization leaders participated in the
administration and activities at a moderate level. The following were problems encountered:
there was no communication between the organization leaders and members; there was no clear
participation activity; the government and concerned agencies did not havc continual operation;
there were few collaborative activities; a guideline for integrated operation was not clear; there
was lack of continual projects and activities management; there was lack of local organization

participation and support; and village leaders were not good models on transparent management.
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2. Factors related to the level of participation f the organization leaders were age,
sex, social status, educational attainment, income, knowledge and understating in the organization
center, information perception, returns, distance of the organization center, and years of residing,

3. A guideline for developing the community participation included 5 aspects:
1) provision of data or information; 2) exposure to opinions, 3) concerning; 4) coordination, and

5) empowerment of local people.





