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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to explore the following: 1) socio-economic
characteristics of the farmers joining the food and the renewal energy plant growing project in
Maetaeng cooperative estate aria, Chiang Mai province; 2) expectation and outcomes of the
farmers joining the food and the renewal energy plant growing project; 3) the expectation
comparison and outcomes of the project; and 4) problems encountered and suggestions of the
farmers. Interview was used for data collection administered with 207 farmers joining the
project. They were obtained by simple random sampling. Obtained data were analyzed by using
the SPSS/for windows.

Findings showed that two-thirds of the informants were male, 49 years old on
average, and elementary school graduates. Almost all of the informants were married and they
had 3-4 family members. They eamed 25,000-30,001 baht from soybean selling and 30,000 baht
from others. The informants used the capital from an agricultural cooperative for 53.10 percent
on average. Almost all of them had their own agricultural land and they had 4.96 rai of soybean
cultivation land. Most of the informants were members of an agriculturat cooperative. They had
a training experience on soybean growing twice a year on average. Besides, they had 4 years of
experience in soybean growing on average.

Regarding the expectation and outcomes of the farmers joining the food and the
renewal energy plant growing project, the following were found: 1) there was a highest level of
the expectation in production factor support but the informants obtained it at a moderate level; 2)
there was a highest level of the expectation in the retum of soybean growing but the informants
obtained it at a moderate level, 3) there was a moderate level of the expectation in the

environment but the informant obtained it at a highest level; and 4) there was a high level of the



(6)

expectation in the social recognition but the informants obtained it at a lowest level. Findings
also showed that the informants had the expectation which was different from what they obtained
on the four aspeets: production factor support; return from soybean growing; environment; and
social recognition.

For problems encountered and suggestion, the informants needed production
factor support more than ever. However, there was a limitation support by the cooperative
responsible for the project. The informants obtained the returns from soybean growing which
was less than their expectation because most of them did not follow the correct steps of standard
soybean production. The traditional soybean production had high production costs due to
careless planning on soil and topographic conditions. Regarding environmental conservation, the
informants lacked of knowledge and understanding about the advantage of soybean growing on
the prevention of soil erosion, organic matter enrichment, insects, and greenhouse effect. Most of
the informants needed the social recognition on being the leaders of soybean growers. However,

the informants could be well recognized if only they were successful in soybean growing.
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