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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to understand the knowledge management of farmers growing
celery under the context of Pae Poonluang Royal Project Center arca, Wiangpapao district,
Chiangrai province. The researcher had participated systematically in knowledge exchange and
learning. Research tools used for the learning facilitation included: the story of success, the table
of freedom, the wisdom stream, and the ladder of learning exchange.

The problem of the leaming facilitation with the farmers was that they needed
for growing safe celery meeting the standard of both quantity and quality as set by the Royal
Project Foundation. It was found that the learning of celery production was from 3 learning
sources: learning through extension workers; learning through parents, siblings, and relatives; and
3) learning through other successful farmers. Findings also showed 7 steps of the celery growing
method as follows:; 1) seedling culture, 2) soil preparation, 3) fertilizer application, 4) water
supply, 5) pest and disease prevention, 6) harvesting, and 7) quality of yields. Good practice was
found in two farmers based on 3 aspects: soil preparation, water supply, and pest and disease
prevention.

Outcomes of the participatory learning facilitation of the farmers growing celery
were: 1) the farmers could elevate their knowledge by knowledge exchange and leaming within
their groups. There was adaptation of practice methods in two steps: seedling culture and
harvesting. Groups activities which the farmers had investigated and applied it to their celery
plots, but some did not. After the farmers passing the testing plots and demonstration, they
applied these methods to their celery plots; particularly the fertilizer application method. They

had learned that their celery must be clean, fresh, and non-toxic and 2) the farmers had elevated
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their knowledge through educational tour and training. It was found that the farmers had
improved their traditional practice such as self protection due to chemical application. They then
realized on impacts of wrong methods of chemical application effccting their health and
environment. Besides, they had learned the prevention and elimination of leaf miners together
with chemical using. Also, the farmers were confidents in the adaptation of seedling culture,
There were 5 farmers passing the evaluation based on virtue (an awareness of
consumer health in the case that the farmers used chemicals, resulting in toxic contamination).
Another 5 farmers failed in the evaluation because, they had tried to maintain the expected

amount of yields regardless of consumers” health and they had violated rules and regulation.





