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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to explore: 1) socio- economic characteristics
of farmers in the Kaenoi Royal Project Development center; 2) needs for an agricultural extension
project of the farmers; and 3) factors related to needs of the farmers. A set of questionnaires was
used for data collection administered with 223 farmers in the center. All of them were obtained
by simple random sampling in accordance with that of Yamane. Obtained data were analyzed by
using the statistical package.

Results of the study revealed that a number of female and male respondents were
almost the same. Their average age was 41 years old and almost one-half of them had never
attended a school. They had 3.14 family members on average. They had 5.38 rai of land and
4.59 rai was for farming on average. They eamed an annual income for 137,392.38 baht on
average from agricultural and non-agricultural sectors. They had been a member of the Royal
Project for 5.72 years and their farming experience was for 15.16 years on average. They also
were members of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. They contacted
personnel of the Royal Project center once per production season. They had never attained
training during the previous production season.

It was found that the respondents had a high level of needs for agricultural
extension training; particularly on cultivation. However, they had a moderate level of needs for
training on handicrafts and animal domestication, respectively. As a whole, the respondents had a
high level of needs on agricultural services and cultivation was found at a highest level. Besides,
they had a high level of needs for production factors but a moderate level on extension method

Findings showed that there was a statistically significant relationship between needs for an
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agricultural extension project and socio-economic characteristics of the respondents in terms of
sex, educational attainment, a number of family members, size of farm land, income, years of

being a member, farming experience, being a group member, and the Royal Project contact.
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