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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to explore: 1) demographic characteristics of
rubber farmers in Lampang province; 2) behaviors on exposure to media of the farmers; and 3)
utilization of agricultural information from the Office of the Rubber Replanting Aid Fund for
Rubber Farmers in Lampang province. A set of questionnaires and an interview were used for
data collection, This was done with 134 rubber framers in 4 districts of Lampang province.

Findings showed that the rubber farmers were 50.32 years old on average and
most of them were married. They had 3-4 family members. The rubber farmers had a monthly
income of 9,925.37 baht on average. Most of them were elementary graduates and had never
done rubber plantation before being a member of the welfare fund. They decided to do rubber
plantation because it was a cash crop and can earn mush incomes. The rubber farmers’ residence
was far from the rubber plantation center for not more than 5 kilometers. They participated in
knowledge exchange on agricultural information for once or twice per month.

There were 4 stages of the farmer behaviors in exposure to media non
agriculture (rubber) as follows:

Awareness stage -~ The rubber farmers gained agricultural information after
they were members of the welfare fund, through staff of the welfare fund. The obtained
information was about rubber growing and care-taking. The rubber farmers perceived
agricultural information for about 1-3 hours each time.

Interesting stage — The rubber farmers were interested in the extension of

rubber knowledge by staff of the welfare fund, particularly on rubber varieties.
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Decision-making stage — The rubber farmers were confident in the
demonstration method of knowledge transfer. When having a problem, they asked for advices of
someone who is knowledgeable in rubber. Besides, they expectcd to obtain agricultural
information about rubber plantation form concerned agencies.

Adoption stage — Most of the rubber farmers did rubber plantation based on the
importance of obtained information and their existing knowledge. The utilization of agricultural
knowledge form the Welfare Fund consisted of 4 stages as follows:

Awareness stage — The rubber farmers perceived that agricultural information
was essential to them most. This was followed by the following: agreement to the agricultural
information; needs for agricultural information from concerned agencies; and the agricultural
information transfer was not boring.

Interesting stage — the rubber farmers agreed to agricultural information (rubber
plantation) transferred by the welfare fund. It was found that the rubber farmers obtained
agricultural knowledge which met their needs. Besides, they were interested in rubber varieties
because it had an effect on their rubber plantation most.

Decision-making stage — the rubber farmers expected to obtain agricultural
information transferred by staff of the welfare fund. They had a high expectation that obtained
agricultural information would be beneficial to their rubber plantation. Their decision-making on
rubber plantation was based on suggestions of a person who was knowledgeable in rubber
plantation.

Utilization stage — Agricultural information of the welfare fund was beneficial
to the rubber farmers. They were satisfied with etiquette or manners of staff of the welfare fund.
This was because the staff were willing to offer their services which made the rubber farmers do
their rubber plantation effectively. For suggestions, the rubber farmers wanted the welfare fund
to extend agricultural knowledge to all farmers in remote arcas. Besides, the agricultural
knowledge should be improved so that it could be effectively applied to all topographic

conditions in northern Thailand.
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