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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to investigate ; 1) socio- economic characteristics of
mulberry paper mulberry produces in Ton Pao sub-district municipality, San Kam Paeng district,
Chiangmai province ; 2) producer participation in the development of mulberry paper products ;
3) factors affecting the participation in the development of mulberry paper products ; and 4)
problems encountered and suggestions. A set of interview reschedules was used for data
collection administered with 370 households in Ton Pao sub - district municipality, They were
obtained by using the random sampling of Yamane with the reliability level at 95 percent. Obtained
data were analyzed by using the statistical package for the Social Sciences program. Descriptive
statistics used were percentage, mean, and standard deviation. Chi-square was used for hypothesis
testing.

Findings revealed that most of the informants were female, 37 years old on
average, married, and upper secondary graduates or equivalent. The informants had 4.09
household members and they were San Kam Paeng by birth. The informants had an average
monthly income earned from mulberry paper producing for 6,204.86 baht on average and from a
side - line jop for 4,569.69 baht (total monthly income = 10,774.55 baht). They had been working
on mulberry paper production for 10.50 years on average and they used their own capital. Most of
them had experience in mulberry paper aectivities. They perceived news/ information about it
through journal, magazine, leaflet, and brochure.

As a whole, it was found that the information had a moderate level of the

participation this was in terms of benefit sharing (;=3‘21) problem seeking ( ;:3.27) ,
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development planning ()_c =3.25), and development operation ()-( =3.25), (; =3.21) respectively.
There was statistically significance relationship (p<0.05) between the participation in the
development of mulberry paper products and socio - economic characteristics of the informants in
terms of the following: marital status, monthly incomes, side-line job, time span of doing
municipality paper producing, occupation, capital source, being local people, being a group
member in the community, and experience in the participation in the development of mulberry
paper products.

For problems, encountered and suggestions, the following were found: 1) lack of
media and public relations technology; thus, the municipality should support it ; 2) mulberry
paper products were not durable and there was pattern imitation; thus, it should have promotion
on the producing methods of diverse mulberry paper produets ; 3)grouping of mulberry paper
products members was superficially ; thus, community participation should be seriously promoted
; and 4) the price of mulberry paper products was fixed by middlemen and there was undercut
sales among mulberry paper entrepreneurs; thus, the municipality should provide a measure on

the assurance of mulberry paper price.
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