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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to explore: 1) socio-economic factors of the
farmers in Maetha district, Lamphun province; 20) the adoption of pest management technology
by using the combination method of the farmers; 3) factors effecting the adoption of pest
management technology; and 4) problems encountered in the adoption of pest management
technology. Informants in this study were 36. farmers in Maetha district, Lamphun province
obtained by simple random sampling. A set of interview schedules was used for data collection
and analyzed by using the statistical package.

Results of the study revealed that almost three-fourths of the informants were
male. They were 50 years old on average and elementary school graduates. They had 3.47
family members on average. They had their own farm land (3.48 rai on average). They used
household workforce for growing rice, fruit trees, vegetables, and crops and eammed an annual
income for 155.625.56 baht on average. They perceived information about agricultural
technology (mixed farming) through television, journal, and agrieultural extension documents.
They had never attended agricultural training and contacted agricultural workers in the past year.
They had their own agricultural tools and agreed to the pest management technology by using
the combination method.

The informants had a high level of the adoption of pest management technology
in terms of cultural control and resistant plant varieties. However, they had a moderate level of
the adoption of bio-method and mechanical-physical method. Regarding the relationship
between socio-economic factors and other factors effecting the adoption of pest management

technology, there was a statistically significant relationship (P<0.05) between the adoption of
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pest management technology by using the combination method and the following: sex, age, a
number of family members, educational attainment, type of land holding, a number of
workforce, capital source, training experience, agricultural worker contact, readiness of
agricultural tools, information perception, and attitude towards the pest management technology.
However, t_here was no statistical significant relationship (P>0.05) between farming area/income
and the adoption of pest management technology by using the combination method.

For problems encountered in the adoption of the pest management technology,
the following were found: the informants claimed that the praetice method was complicated and
not continual; lack of plant varieties used for green manure; surrounding area still used
chemicals; production costs were problematic; lack of local materials used for compost; the price
of resistant plant varieties was high; lack of knowledge and understanding about the content of
the pest management technology; and lack of knowledge about pest maangeme3nt by using

extracted neem.



