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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to: 1) found a garden vegetable growers group
at Baan Sahakorn sub-district, Mae On district, Chiangmai province and 2) find a guideline for
developing the garden vegetable growers group. A set of interview schedules was used for data
collection administered with 10 garden vegetable growers in Baan Sahakom 6. Obtained data
were used for group discussion among the farmers to find a guideline for developing the garden
vegetable growers group.

Results of the study revealed that most of the informants (70 percent) were male.
One-half of the informants (50 percent) were 50-60 years old. Less than one-half of the
informants (40 percent) were elementary school graduates. Most of the informants (90 percent)
were married and had a monthly income for 5,001-10,000 baht (80 percent). Less than one-half
of the informants (30 percent) had 3 family members. Less than one-half of the informants (40
percent) held a piece of land for 3 and 5 rai. However, they used it for cultivation only 3 ngam-
1.5 rai. Most of them (70 percent) used 2 household workforce for garden vegetable growing.
It was found that soil fertility of their land was rather low. They grew 19 kinds of vegetables and
the yields were sold at village market if there was a surplus. Some of them sold the yields at
Baan Sahakorn sub-district market.

It was found that the garden vegetable growers had not formed a group yet but
they wished to form a garden vegetable growers group. Their objectives were to: 1) help one
another and other and 2) increase production potential, exchange knowledge and techniques about

cultivation, care-taking, harvesting, and marketing. Important factors for developing the garden
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vegetable growers group were as follows: marketing, production planning, product identity
building, production costs, transportation, workforce, and public/private support.

Based on results of the study, the garden vegetable growers should found
networks and concerned personnel should give suggestions and support them, e.g. founding
networks with other groups and providing data/information.  Besides, concemed agencies/
organizations should promote or support them to achieve their goals. Educational tours could make
them gain new knowledge and be able to develop their group lcading to the second step of their

operation.
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