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ABSTRACT

This research was conducted to find out: (1) individual characteristic, econormics status
and the society of cow milk feeders at Chaiprakarn Agricuitural Cooperative Limited; (2) the severity
of damaging from using antibiotic contamination; and (3) the preventive measures of using antibiotic
contamination in the fresh cow milk.

The primary data were collected by means of an interview with 166 cooperatives
members and 15 board of directors in October, 2004. The secondary data were from the statistic
record during 2001 — 2004,

It was found that most of cooperatives members were male (86.75%) and 41 -50 years
old (57.83%) with an average age of 32.50 years old. They had finished an elementary school
(68.67%), had 2 family members working in the farm and employed 2 non-family member workers.
They had an income from selling fresh milk of 42,145.70 bath per moth. They owned a small farm
(i.e. small farm was determined by the number of cows producing milk which were less than 20).
They delivered fresh milk to the cooperatives 129.12 kilograms on average per day (90.96%) or
45,582.20 kilograms per year. They had 25 dairy cows per household. There were 5 1-11 months old
female dairy cows, 4 1-2 years old female dairy cows, 2 pregnancy female dairy cows. 11 dairy
cows that can give milk, 2 dairy cows that did not give milk temporarily. The members and had 4.5

years of working experience as a dairy cow farmer.
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In 2002 — 2004, 22%, 20% and 18% of total yearly fresh milk (respectively) had to be
thrown away because of antibiotic contamination. A little amount of antibiotic contamination
generated a great loss to the cooperatives and farmers such as throwing a lot of fresh milk each year,
extra payment of transportation in carrying fresh milk to throw at a far place, lack of confidence from
retailers towards the cooperatives, and creating bad images to fresh milk markets in the future and to
dairy cow farming workers.

Although the loss had been reduced down, loss that might increase again in the future
should be prevented, the cooperatives issued some preventive aetions which were educating
cooperatives members, researching and developing dairy cow farming system, determination of
punishments, visiting the farms, checking the quality of fresh milk and prevention antibiotic
contamination in fresh milk, developing farm, food and milk collecting management, and
encouraging collaboration between members and the cooperatives. These preventive actions resulted
in high quality fresh milk and an increased revenue of cooperatives members.

According to these results, the cooperatives should collaborate with the livestock
province — district office to visit the farms regularly, building a dairy cow farming model, organizing
seminars and workshops of how to raise dairy cows and dairy cow farm contests, sending the official
workers in to workshops or any courses that would help increase their productive abilities. For
cooperatives members , the cooperatives should encourage a good relationship between veterinarians
and cooperatives members, encourage them to use legal medicines for their cows and keep all
medicines in a cabinet tidily to prevent themselves from using or applying wrong medicines with

their cows. the cooperatives should not let unauthorised workers use antibiotics for dairy cows.
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