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ABSTRACT

Ban Mae Ruam upstream community is located in the Mae-On National Forest
area where it is the upstream forest of Ban Mae Ruam community and the basin of Mae On river.
The area there still maintains fertility in terms of ecosystem and natural environment. People in
the community still maintain their traditional way of life by holding the agro-forestry agriculture
as their main occupation and using its local wisdom in growing tea for household consumption
and selling outside the community. Since the year of 2002, the community has started to grow
coffee trees mixed with the tea leave garden which well provided the productivity.

Results of the study revealed that the potential of Ban Mae Ruam community at a
household level was found at a moderate level. The prominence of the indicators on moderation
were land utilization and sufficiency in farming. Family warming and basic factors/rights (the
same as neighbors) were also found at a moderate level. The indicator on public activity
participation was prominent.

Regarding results of the evaluation of forest resources and land use at the
community level, it was found that forest resources were highly abundant under the condition of
conserved forest. The community placed the importance of being dependent on forest resources.
Land use was suitable for utilization and there were rules and regulations related to upstream
forest encroachment. For this reason, Ban Mae Ruam community still be abundant in way of life,
culture, tradition, and environmental resources.

Results of the potential evaluation of Ban Mae Ruam upstream community
showed this traditional community was dependent on forest resources and it tied with the forest.

Thus, the area design of the community must cope with community growth and expansion in the
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future. Besides, it must create physical identity for the community as well as the improvement
and conservation of upstream forest resources. Construction of a forest fire prevention line must
be done and soil erosion must be aware. This could make Ban Mae Ruam be a sustainable

upstream community.

Keywords: upstream community, ecosystem, natural resource conservation, upstream community

potential.
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