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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to explore: 1) community context, historical background, and
basketwork process; 2) local wisdom on bamboo forest management for basketwork; and
3) impacts arised for basketwork based on social, economic and natural resource aspects.
Populations in this study were community members of Baan Huathung, Moo 14, Chiangdao sub-
district, Chiangdao district, Chiangmai province. The sample group in this study consisted of 3
leaders of forest community group and economic forest growing group of Baan Huathung and 84
basketwork household members. Data were obtained through interview, questionnaire, and
participatory observation. Results of the study revealed the following;:

Baan Huathung was a community located at the low alluvial plain closed to the
forest of Chiangdao and Doinang hills. Most villagers there were farmers and all of them
engaged in the rural society. They were Buddhists but also worship guardian angel. They formed
a group for doing activities on natural resource and environmental management. They wanted to
reduce production costs on basket buying for containing vegetables. Basketwork process
consisted of two steps: 1) raw material preparation i.e. bamboo selection, cutting, keeping, and
splitting and 2) basket making i.e. basket bottom doing, forming the basket body, and folding the
top edge of the basket.

Basketwork could generate an income to Baan Huathung community member so
needs for bamboos was increased, resulted in fast destruction of bamboo forest there. Thus, core
leaders in the community sought for a method to rehabilitate natural bamboo forest. They did it

by allocating an area for bamboo growing in the community economic forest. There was the
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establishment of Bongkhai bamboo growing group called “Career Promotion for Sufficiency
Economy in Accordance With the Royal Initiatives Project”. The activities on Bongkhai bamboo
growing showed local wisdom using in the selection of bamboo varieties which was appropriate
with the environmental condition. This was based on elderly inquiry, observation, and raw
material management. Besides unity of the community helped them achieve the goal on natural
resource conservation and promotion of basketwork career.

Basketwork and bamboo forest management had an effect on social, economic,
and natural resource aspects. That was, it encouraged community participation in the
development of the community forest and the economic forest there. These forests were the
sources of income generating, food, and water, It was found that people in Baan Huathung could
earn an income from basketwork for 987.67 baht/week/household. This income was spent for
food, other houschold and infrastructure expenses. Meanwhile, more than one-half of them
(57.14%) had savings. This made basketwork career there be sustainable since it also had been
transferring to the youths. Besides, there was community participation in natural resource

conservation.
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