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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to explore: 1) socio-economic attributes of farmer group
members producing rice seeds in Kamalasai district, Kalasin Province; 2) a level of the
participation in foundation seed production of the farmers; 3) factors related to the participation in
foundation seed production of the farmers; and 4) problems encountered and suggestions of the
farmers. The sample was 101 farmer group members producing rice seeds. Data collection the
questionnaire. Statistical used were Frequency , Percentage , standard deviation and Multiple
Regression .

From research findings, it was found most that of the informants were male, 53,
years old on average, elementary school graduates, and married. The informants had 5 household
members on average with an average net income of 168,406 baht per year. Their capital source
for foundation seed production was the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. The
informants had been members of the farmer group producing rice seeds for 4 years on average.
The informants had perceived news or information about foundation seed production through
various media for 12 times per years. They mostly perceived it through head of the farmer group
producing rice seeds. The informants had 15 rai of the area used for rice seed production and
they obtained rice seeds for 601 kilograms per rai on average. All of them used water from the
irrigation canal for main seed production.

It was found that the informants had a high level by Likert’s scale measurement
of the participation in foundation seed production (; = 3.58). This was based on the following:
task management within the rice seed production group (; = 3.87); planning on rice seed

production {x = 3.82); benefit sharing (; = 3.59); and management of irrigational water for
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foundation seed production (;= 3.41), respectively. However, it was found that they had a
moderate level in the participation in the assessment of foundation seed production ( x = 2.93).

Findings showed that there was a stalistically significant relationship at 0.05
between the participation in foundation seed production of the informants and a number of their
household members. That was, the relationship was in an inverse direction if a number of
household members was increased, resulting in a decrease in foundation seed production. This
was because each household member also had their own tasks so they could not participate in all
activities of foundation seed production.

The following were problems encountered and suggestions: 1) an amount of
irrigational water used for foundation seed production was inadequate so concerned agencies
should provide more water sources; 2) production costs was high so the price of agricultural
materials should be controlled as well as workforce expenses and integrate rate; 3) the price of
foundation seeds was not worthwhile for rice seed production so personnel of the foundation seed
center should conduct a survey on production costs and the reasonable price of foundation seeds;
and 4) there was lack of supporting budgets for rice seed production and the assessment of
foundation seed production was not continual which was important for the development of the

farmers group.



