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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate: 1) socio-economic attributes of commercially
laying Hen husbandry farmers; 2) needs for assistance on commercial laying hen husbandry of the
farmers: 3) factors related to needs for the assistance on commercial laying hen production and
marketing. A set of interview schedules was used for data collection in Sansai and
Sankamphaeng district, Chiang Mai province. A sample group of 168 farms was obtained by
simple random sampling. Obtained data were analyzed by using the Statistical Package.

Results of the study revealed that most of the informants (75%) were males, 53
years old on average, married (98.8%), and elementary school graduates (53.6%) The informants
had 3.92 family members on average. The informants earned an income from laying hen
husbandry for 708,869.05 baht per crop on average. Most of them {96.4%) got a loan from
financial institutes and they hired 2 workers per farm on average. They reared 12,279 lying hen
on average and their hen house was middle in size with a capacity of 5,001-30,000 laying hen
(95.8%). The informants owned their land for 3.57 rai and they had 11 years of laying hen
husbandry experience on average. Besides, they reared laying hen in a free affiliation style
(97.6%).

Findings showed that there was a highest level of needs for assistance of the
informants in terms of commercial laying hen husbandry (; =4,54). There was a highest level of
assistance based on the following: production (;=4.39), capital production factors labor (x
=3.74), and management and sanitary (x =4.64, 4.65, and 4.54, respectively).

Besides, it was found that the informants needed for assistance on labors at a
high level (;33.74). However, the following were found at a highest level: egg price, egg

market, and distribution channel (; =475, 4.64, and 4.70, respectively).
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Based on a multiple regression analysis for finding relationships of various
factors and needs for assistance of the informants, it was found that the following factors had
statistical relationships (sig.<.05) with needs for assistance on production: capital source, labor,
information source, and concerned personnel contact. Meanwhile, the following factors had
relationships with needs for assistance on marketing: a number of family members, capital source,
information source, and concerned personnel contact.

For problems encountered, as a whole, it was found at a high level (x = 3.85).
Likewise, there was a high level of problems in terms of production (; =3.86). This was based
on the following:

1. Capital (x= 434, a highest level} The government should find a capital
source providing a long-term loan with a fair interest rate;

2. Production factors (;: 3.95, a high level) In this case, the informants had a
highest level of production in laying hen varieties and laying hen feed (x= 4.32, and 4.24,
respectively). The following were found at a high level: farming area, domestication equipment,
and medicine (x = 3.90, 3.96, and 3.95, respectively) whereas laying hen house was found at a
moderate level (x = 3.14). For suggestions, concemed government agencies should conduct a
research on laying hen varieties in order to reduce import of parental lines and renewable feeds
from abroad;

3, Labors (x = 3.74, a high level) Concerned agencies should spread knowledge
and hold a training on the domestication of laying hens to the informants so that they will have
increased skills and wages; and

4. Management and sanitary (;= 3.19, a moderate level) Concerned agencies
should give academic suggestions about the domestication of laying hens, from the beginning of
laying hen domestication for a highest efficiency in care-taking and prevention.

For problems encountered in marketing, it was found at a high level (x = 3.810.
The problems included:

1. Egg price (; =4.18, a high level) The government should have a measure on
chicken egg pricing when the egg price is lower than the production costs and find a measure to

assist the informants on raw materials used for laying hen feed production
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2. Egg market (;= 3.43, a moderate level) The government should also be a

coordinator on foreign markets in order to cope with increased chicken egg yields in the future.
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X =357 SD = 2.58
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