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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the research were to find out 1) farmers’ reasons for participating in the
project of the new agricultural theory at Maefaekmai subdistrict, Sansai district, Chiang Mai, (2)
their learning pattern, (3) their knowledge of the new agricultural theory, and (4) their attitudes
towards the new agricultural theory.

The data was collected by means of test forms and questionnaires from 55 farmers,
analyzed through the application of the SPSS, and used for group discussions.

The farmers at Maefaekmai subdistrict, Sansai district, formerly conducted monoculture,
especially for a commercial purpose. They sought for knowledge by themselves, so their
knowledge was limited. The establishment of the new agricultural theory group has led to joint
learning by carrying out activities of the new agricultural theory. By this means, the learning of
the farmers was based on the principles of sufficiency, variety of production for consumption, and
sustainable development. Their knowledge was, thus, at a high level. However, some farmers
have participated in the new theory project for a short period of time. So, they have not had much
knowledge and their attitudes towards the new theory have been negative. They must be trained
by participating in activities of the new theory to understand real objectives of the theory.

From the results of the research, it is recommended that the new agricultural theory group
should provide more knowledge to farmers. It may request support for training and field trips
from government agencies. It should encourage cooperation and unity among group members,

provide various aspects of knowledge of the new agricultural theory, disseminate more



(6)

information, create a group participation process as well as a learning process through research

and participating workshop.
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