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ABSTRACT

Abstract of thesis submitted to the Graduate School of Maejo University in partial fulfillment

of the requurements for the degree of Master of Science in Agricultural Extension

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT BY RURAL WOMEN IN
SARAPEE DISTRICT, CHIANGMAI PROVINCE, THAILAND
BY
KASSARAPORN TAHOM
SEPTEMBER 1998

Chairman : Associate Professor Dr. Sunila Thanupon
Department/Faculty : Department of Agricultural Extension, Faculty of

Agricultural Business

The purposes of this research were 1) to investigate personal and
socio-economic traits of rural women in Sarapee District, Chiangmai Province;
2) to examine their attitudes toward natural resource' conservation ; 3) to study
practice behavior in the methods of natural resource management of the rural
women ; 4) to find out if the differences in their practical behavior in the
methods of natural resource lﬁanagcmenl are influenced by the differences in
their attitudes toward natural resource conservation. The data were gathered
from 102 rural women who were drawn out as a sample group by using simple
random sampling technique. Interview schedule, which was pretested for
content validity and objectivity, was used for data collection. The data were
collected from January to February 1998, and analyzed by using Statistical
Package for the Social Science (SPSS).
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It was found that the rural women respondents were 42 years of
age in average, most of them were married, and had completed grade 4 of
primary education. Agricultural cultivation was their major occupation and
hired labour was minor occupation of most respondents. Majority of the
respondents were owner cultivators and had an average annual income of
43,294 bath in 1997. Most of them had 4 of household members in average.
All of them had positive attitudes toward all aspects of natural resource
conservation (water resources, aquatic resources, soil resources, forest resources
and mineral resources).

Regarding practical behavior in the methods of natural resource
management of the respondents, it was found that most of them did not
practice the recommended methods of natural resource management in 8 out of
12 aspects such as methods of preservation, recycling, exploration, quality
improvement, efficiency improvement, elimination of the wastes, restoration
and utilization of low cost resources. Only 4 aspects of natural resource
management were found to be practiced by this group of respondents. They
were resource substitutions, utilization of lower grade materials and restoration.

In comparison of the differences between the attitudes of rural
women toward natural resource conservation and the practical behavior of
recommended methods of natural resource management, it was found that there
was no significant existed bt:-:twecn these variables. This means that the
difference in attitudes of rural women towards the natural resource éonservation
are not affected them to practice or not to practice the recommended methods

of natural resource management.



